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Salmon Stronghold 

• Estimated 30- 40 Million Sockeye, as high as 50 
million 

• Kvichak River is the most productive salmon 
watershed in the world 

• Over 60% of of North American Sockeye from 
Bristol Bay 

• Over 50% of global salmon come from Nushagak 
and Kvichak Rivers 

• Supports subsistence, commercial, and sport 
fisheries for total of $450 million annual revenue 
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Size 

• North America's largest open pit mine (2nd Largest in the 
World) 
-Two mines 

• Pebble West- 2000 ft deep and 2 square miles 
• Pebble East- 5000 ft deep and 2 square miles 

• 10.78 billion tons of waste (based on estimates from PLP 
given to investors) 

• Low-grade deposit- less than 1% mineral per weight of ore 
• Dam(s) for tailings pond: 

- Estimate 740 feet tall 
- 4 miles long 

• 2006 Water Permits requested water from 60 miles of 
North and South Koktuli Rivers (at headwaters) 
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Talking Points 
• Size 

- No Mine has ever been built of this size in North America 
• Type 

No mine of this type has ever been built cleanly or safely (e.g. of 25 
mine surveyed 93% of mines located in high ground water exceeded 
water quality standards ... and 75% failed mitigation) [Kuipers and 
Maest 2007] 

• Location 
- Aquatic region 
- Vital Salmon habitat 
- Seismic activity 

• Local Opposition 
- 80% of Bristol Bay residents oppose the mine 
- 56% of Alaskans oppose the mine 

• Economics and Jobs 
Compare earlier data with Pebble's proposed 2000 jobs (600 of which 
would go to Alaskans and 153 of which would go to Bristol Bay 
residents) 
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